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Mai Ta (b. 1997) is an artist, currently based in
Saigon, Vietnam. Her main practice is painting, using
both gouache and oil paint. The paintings depict the
intricacies of her inner world and the things that reside
there. Inner wounds, secrets, memories... all sublimated
into her own symbols.

Mai seeks to find truth in her feelings and honor them
through art. To her, art is where she can safely express
herself without guilt. To her, artistic expression is a

form of freedom.
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Mr.Bambii (b. 1993) is a Chinese-Vietnamese artist. Initially as
a poet, he later used written words as a medium for
performance arts. He frequently collaborates with artists from
different fields such as vocalists, musicians, contemporary
dancers, creating highly interactive performances. These
shows subtly explore the relationship between the symbolism
of poetry and the undercurrents in human-nature connections,
capturing perspectives through the gaze of different species.
Currently, Mr.Bambii primarily expresses the rich emotional
imagery of poetry through sculpture. In 2022, he founded the
Ao Hai Fine Art Museum, engaging in art preservation and
foundation establishment, committed to sharing, promoting,
and preserving the value of art. He currently resides and works
in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.

Mr.Bambii believes that "wax" is an ideal medium for
preserving and passing down poetry through the form of
sculpture, visually embodying the landscapes within the
poems. For him, the process of wax melting to solidification is
not merely a physical-chemical phenomenon but a life journey
involving self-deconstruction, encounters, growth,
recombination, and inclusivity— a wisdom bestowed by
nature. Each life's development is uniquely profound, much
like the inherent artistic instinct and sexual orientation that
cannot be deprived. Therefore, Mr.Bambii's wax sculptures not
only combine interactions with nature and poetic life
realizations but also fully present the artist's distinctive self,

embodying the philosophy of oneness of self and the world.
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music for forgetting. 2023. Gouache on watercolor paper
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omens of a bad faith. 2023. Gouache on watercolor paper.
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on the clipped wings of ho;e i said a prayer. 2024. Gouache on watercolor paper.
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the fates. 2022. Gouache on watercolor paper.
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the horse. 2023. Gouache on watercolor paper.
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cracked. 2023. Gouache on watercolor paper.
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The circle, piece 2. 2024. Clay, wax, spray paint, silicone on canvas.
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The Stream poem. 2024. Wax, paper, paint, silicone on canvas
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After us. 2023. Clay, wax, spray paint, silicone on canvas.
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‘en(d)las (series). 2024. Wax, clay, gouache on watercolor paper.
Location: VAC Hanoi.
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‘en(d)las
the moon rises each month, disappearing after fullness. once, something was here. now, it's not.

as life picked up in speed and we accelerated with no destination, the only thing that remains is our
intangible memories. memories of who we were, whom we've met, those we loved, those we
abandoned, ... missing pieces of a puzzle, things left unsaid. in this empty space, what is there for us to

look forward to? what is there for us to reflecte

a collaboration between mai ta & mr.bambii, imagining paintings casted in transparent, colorless wax.
an act that challenges the ethos of both painter & sculptor. combining wax's physical essence with
painting's ephemeral nature into one, they attempt to reconcile the past and the future, what's real and
what's not.
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landslide. 2024. Wax, clay, gouache on watercolor paper. Installation view.
Location: VAC Hanoi.
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the sore. 2024. Gouache on watercolor paper, casted in wax.
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a knife. 2024. Gouache on watercolor paper, casted in wax.
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the past. 2024. Gouache on watercolor paper, casted in wax.
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Mai Ta
Born in 1997, Saigon, Vietnam

Education
2015-19 BFA, lllustration, School of Visual Arts, New York

Awards

2023 Woman in Art, L'Officiel Vietnam, Vietnam.

2020 Nancy Lee Rhodes Roberts Scholarship Award, Society of lllustrators, New York, NY,
United States.

2018 Gilbert Stone Award, School of Visual Arts, New York, NY, United States.

Solo Exhibitions
2023 amygdala, Ojiri Gallery, London, United Kingdom.
2021 Blue Girl, Pablo’s Birthday Gallery, New York, NY, United States.

Selected Group Exhibitions

2024 peace is a white room, Vietnam Art Collection, Hanoi Residency

2024 Two Side of One Coin: Reflections & Transformations, Tai Kang Art Museum, Beijing,
China.

2023 The Midnight Hour, The Hole NYC, New York, NY, United States.

2023 The Feast, River Art Gallery, Taichung, Taiwan.

2022 artgenéve, Geneva, Switzerland.

2022 Wonder Women, Curated by Kathy Huang, Jeffrey Deitch Gallery, New York, NY,
United States.

2022 Wonder Women, Curated by Kathy Huang, Jeffrey Deitch Gallery, Los Angeles, CA,
United States.

2022 Untitled Art Fair, Miami Beach, FL, United States.

2021 WoP, Avant Arte x Woaw Gallery, Woaw Gallery, Hongkong.

2021 London is Burning, Ojiri Gallery, London, United Kingdom.

2020 Untitled Art Fair, San Francisco, CA, United States.

2020 Somebody, Hashimoto Contemporary, San Francisco, CA, United States.

2020 Memoirs, Pablo’s Birthday Gallery, New York, NY, United States.

2019 New York Art Book Fair, MoMA PS1, NY, United States.

2018 The Haves and Have-nots, SVA Chelsea Gallery, New York, NY, United States.
2018 Perceptual Coding, SVA Chelsea Gallery, New York, NY, United States.



(continued)

Press

2023 L'Officiel Vietnam, “WOMEN OF OUR TIME 2023: Mai Ta - Danh tinh trong tranh clia
hoa si Gen Z". Vietnam.

2022 L'Officiel Vietnam Jan & Feb 2022 Issue, “Mai Ta Khi Khéng Con Gian Dit”. Vietnam.
2022 Neocha Magazine, “Defiant Gazes” by Uyen Dinh. China.

2021 L'Officiel Vietnam, “Hoa si Mai Ta: “Téi thich ndp minh sau nhitng birc tranh!”.
Vietnam.

2021 Colossal Magazine, “Plants, Hair, and Shadows Obscure Women in Introspective
Gouache Paintings”. United States.

2021 Tomorrow’s Talents Vol. Il. Booooooom Magazine. Canada.

2021 Artsy Editorial, “10 Gen Z Avrtists around the World Offer a Look inside Their Art
Practices”. United States.

2021 Dep Magazine, “Hoa ST Mai Ta: Khéng can phai trénh nbi bubn". Vietnam.

2020 Elephant Magazine, “These Are the Artists You Need to Watch”. United States.

2018 Heritage Inflight Magazine. Vietnam Airlines. Vietnam.

2018 Sukeban Magazine. United Kingdom.

2018 Nashville Review. Vanderbilt University. United States.

2019 Heritage Inflight Magazine. Vietnam Airlines. Vietnam.

2020 Booooooom Magazine, “I Set the Moon on Fire Because She Wouldn't Wake Up” by
Artist Mai Ta”. Canada.
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Hoa si Mai Ta: Trong tu do va tinh lang

Mai thich vé ngua. Ngua chi chay trén thao nguyén, an c6, uéng nude va lam nhiing gi
n6 muén - mot khao khat tu do rat ban nang. Hinh anh nay duéng nhu viia déi lap,
viia song hanh véi ngudi phu nii lang lé trong cac tac phdm caa co, mot kiéu tu thoai
qua bong guong sang tao. V6i hoi hoa, Mai tim thay su tu do — dé nhdm nhap du vi
thai gian, dé 1am theo cach minh thich, dé chia sé khong gian tam tudng véi nguai
xem tranh - trong yén lang.

Néu ai da tiing xem qua cac tac phdm duge dang trén website hay Instagram ctia hoa si Mai Ta, hdn sé bit ngo
khi biét nhiing biic tranh c6 do chi tiét cao vdi cAic mang mau tinh té nay lai c6 kich thudce chi 12,7 x17,8 cm,
béng v6i mot cudn sé tay nho nhén. Nhiing khdi hop vuong viic, gon gang va viia van khi cAm trén tay, duge tao
nén tii cac khdi gd dan gidy vé mau nudc, chinh la cach Mai tro chuyén véi thé gici thong qua ngon ngi hoi
hoa ctia minh. Hinh thtic thé hién nay dugc 14y cam hung tii tranh vé thdi Mughal trong van hoa AnDo - céc

Artist Mai Ta embraces freedom and introspection through her
intricate, small-scale gouache paintings, inspired by Indian Mughal
miniatures. Her works often feature silent women juxtaposed with wild
horses, symbolizing a balance between inner stillness and the
instinctive desire for freedom. Transitioning from bold, large canvases
of her youth to intimate, meditative creations, Mai's art reflects her
emotional growth and her focus on storytelling through deliberate,
precise craftsmanship. Each piece demands patience, from preparing
materials to layering intricate details with care and intention.

Mai describes her process as a form of mindfulness, allowing ideas and
emotions to emerge naturally over time. Her journey has seen a shift in
tone, from intense, dramatic reds and purples to serene blues and
yellows that embody peace and liberation. Advocating for “slow
creativity,” Mai invites her audience to approach her work with the
same quiet attentiveness she brings to its creation, fostering a deeper
connection to the stories within. For more insights, the article is
available in Vietnamese [here]


https://www.elledecoration.vn/cultural-special/people/hoa-si-mai-ta-trong-tu-do-va-tinh-lang
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